Engaging People and Partnerships through Collaboration .... On Lake Huron

Lake Huron - Georgian Bay Watershed

A Canadian Framework for Community Action

The Lake Huron Watershed Framework for
pEstersl Community Action works on the principle that each

individual, community and organization In the
watershed will operate Independently, and are
formally linked under the umbrella of the Lake Huron
Charter to represent a force stronger than the
individual parts.

Through the charter everyone will share the same goals and vision.
Through our Individual actions we will strive to collectively work
towards conserving, protecting and rehabilitating important ecosystem
components throughout the watershed. rEmEs——=—
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.- Individuals, environmental and local community groups, businesses, municipal, provincial, federal and N ..

Individuals, environmental and local Mireeas s = atnat

community  groups, businesses,
municipal, provincial, federal and
Aboriginal communities from all parts

of the watershed are encouraged to SRS

work together and sign the Lake EEEEEEEoES R
Huron Charter. TR R p

f m We, the people(s) of the Lake Huron Watershed believe in a healthy, life sustaining ecosystem that -

-+ provides our cultural, economic and spiritual fulfillment. Through this Charter we commit to working ‘ .

all generations.

mmmmmmm y action.
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“~We recognize...
+ that our lands and waters have been degraded and our attitudes and actions must change;
:_ = that by protecting our life sustaining food, air and water, we protect ourselves;
= that we must adapt to ocur changing world espedally our changing dimate;

- _-_;_i together to restore and protect the lands and waters of the Lake Huron Watershed for today and for ? 1_“\

Principles and Approaches

The Lake Huron Watershed Framework employs an integrated process
that Is aligned with a set of fundamental principles. These principles
promote and guide collaborative, science-based approaches that align
Individuals, communities and government agencies Iin taking the most
effective conservation and protection actions to achieve lasting results.
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Who Is Involved and What are they Doing?

Everyone of us can make a commitment to the Lake Huron Charter
and take actions to support a healthy life sustaining ecosystem.

Individuals can make environmentally PINE RIVER WATERSHED
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responsible decisions In their lives that — PARTNERS
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collectively
Improvements in the watershed.

Industry, business, farmers ang
developers can provide leadership and
Innovation Iin the adoption of environmenta
values, best management practices anc
green principles.

Local communities, ratepayer groups and
clubs can become more involved In Initiating
community activities.

« that efforts by many have begun to make a positive difference; and
« that we share the responsibility to sustain a healthy natural environment and as individuals,
communities and government we are ready to take ownership and action.
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In a collaborative approach... local knowledge of
ecosystems and concerns can be shared and the
results of current science and monitoring projects can
be put into community hands for their use. This
approach will assist citizens in moving from the role

Non government organizations can be
environmental leaders and help others.

e will take action...

« by becoming aware of the watershed's ecosystem and by identifying
Environmen tal issues and seizing opportunities for protection and
restoration;

' « by supporting the efforts of individuals, communities, businesses and

government, to identify needs, goals and by promoting action; and '

» by being part of a network to share information with all people of the = Ll
Lake Huron watershed.

Researchers and schools can lead

" A And, this will ensure...

~ g - that degraded areas are restored and environmental health sustained; & y !
= j" » that our use of land and water is ecologically sound; and 3
o = that our open waters, shorelines, farmlands, forests, rivers, streams
and wetlands across the watershed, are protected today and for
. all future generations.

of observer to active participant, and to find a place
for themselves to initiate change and take active
leadership roles.

A Community Based Approach Made for Lake Huron

Currently there are many individuals across the watershed that are
actively involved in promoting sustainable activities. The purpose of the
Lake Huron Watershed Framework for Community Action IS
for people from across the watershed to learn from and share their
experiences with each other to enhance a lake-wide commitment for a
healthy and sustainable Lake Huron watershed.

C&mm%m’tg Action LS an nvestiment i the overall watershed health. ..

.. Logether we WILL achieve ymore tham anly one partner could av on its ownl

Local communities, groups and Iindividuals are among the most
effective champions to achieve environmental sustainability in their own
backyards and communities. A community based approach must
engage and inform everyone so that they will participate and become
Involved in a collaborative problem solving process.

The Framework for Community Action:

« Encourages active participation;

« Promotes environmentally responsible decisions and activities;
 Establishes a collaborative network of contact people;

 Establishes an inventory of environmental monitoring and technical
Information to be shared with all people; and

« Promotes restoration and protection initiatives.

Take Action to
Restore
and Protect

Identify and Inventory
Protect Natural Areas
Restore Degraded Areas

Sign the Lake Huron Charter

The Charter and the Canadian Vision for the Lake Huron Watershed
establishes a common bond between everyone in the Watershed.

The Canadian Vision describes:

 The future social, physical and natural environment;
 The challenges that we face;

 The actions we would like to undertake; and

 The desire to take action together.

The Lake Huron Charter Is a personal or corporate pledge to the Vision.
We are asking everyone in the watershed to sign the Charter so that it
becomes a common thread connecting all people across Lake Huron
and Georgian Bay. www.lakehuroncommunityaction.ca

research programs, complete restoration
projects and provide education programs.

Aboriginal communities can provide the
collection and merging of traditional
knowledge Into science, research and
monitoring, and identify priorities and actions.

Municipalities, cities, towns, regions and
counties can provide direction for
development in official plans and make wise
land use decisions.

Conservation Authorities can provide
leadership and guidance through watershed
planning exercises and through stewardship
and outreach programs.

Federal and provincial governments can
provide leadership and coordination, access
to scientific information and support various
projects across the watershed.
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People Working Together for a Healthy environment



